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Pros and Cons of Space Partnerships

« Saving costs by sharing the load
« Speeding up through combined efforts

« Quality enhancement via greater “experience base’
to extract “lessons learned” and novel ideas

* Deeper redundancy from having unrelated ways to
achieve complementary functions

» Domestic political and budgetary support due to
foreign obligations

» Diplomatic tool via reward-punish mechanism
« Technical intelligence value of “inside views’



US experience vis-a-vis Russia
[Upside]

Critical robustness provided by contribution of
redundant services from different technological

base. EG, CO2 scrubbing, EVA, ground-to-space
transportation, A/G communications, toilets, etc

Worker-to-worker contacts enhanced appreciation
of “other ideas’ during period when US space
effort was exclusively focused on STS operations

Partners lost most illusions and misconceptions
about each other’s space industry, intentions.

During difficult periods, obligation to partners
carried substantial domestic political weight









