
Rocket-spotting in North Korea        [June 1, 2013] 

Oberg, a consultant to NBC-News, had been 

invited to join the group of foreign journalists 

attending what was billed as a ñpeaceful satellite 

launch.ò  North Korea had hoped to persuade the 

journalists to tell the world the launch was not a 

weapon ï all their efforts failed. NBC News 

officials wanted Oberg to do more than just see 

what they were being shown, they wanted him to 

see what they were NOT being shown ï and  this 

is a report on the success of that mission to ófind 

outô. 

 

On April 4, 2012, Jim Oberg became 

the only Western órocket scientistô to 

walk up to the super-secret North 

Korean Unha-3 rocket, ever, at the 

forbidden Sohae Space Center [left]. 

Several days later he was the guest of 

honor at the never-before-seen 

óGeneral Satellite Control Centerô 

[bottom right].  During these visits he 

kept looking around corners and over 

walls, taking hundreds of hi-res 

photographs, and noting down his 

impressions, maps, and estimates. 



Listing all the ñkilling 

devicesò, ñexcitersò, 

poisons, etc ï and 

especially GPS and 

other navigation 

devices [but they 

never checked high-

end wristwatches], 

mobile phones, and 

any ópublishingô [of all 

kinds] 



Half of our camera luggage 

Note: Even the 

luggage CART 

was part of 

our óchecked 

luggageô 



Dominating the Pyongyang  

skyline & visible from a dozen  

miles outside the city is a giant  

futuristic building that NOBODY  

talks about, even as a joke or  

a curse. They just donôt SEE it. 



The missing ó5ô 

 

Yang Gak Do 

hotel 

WHY advertise a ósecretô 

floor by drawing attention 

to it by omitting its number 

from the elevator buttons? 

Why not include a button 

ó5ô and just make it not 

work? 


