
 

 

From Deke! An Autobiography 

 

Then they told me: Just for your information, the day you saw this object a local company was flying 

high-altitude research balloons. They had a light airplane tracking it, and a station wagon on the ground. 

Both observers were watching this balloon and had seen this object come up beside the balloon. The 

object appeared to hover, then took off like hell. 

 

The guys on the ground tracked it with a theodolite, and they'd computed the speed at four thousand 

miles an hour. 

 

I guess they were trying to tell me I wasn't exactly crazy: somebody else had seen something unusual, 

too. But I never heard another thing about it. 

 

My position is, I don't know what it was: it was unidentified. Maybe what I saw was the company's 

weather balloon-maybe the object going four thousand miles an hour to these guys on the ground 

was me. Maybe there was something about the environment and the setup that confused me. I don't 

know. Or it could have been something unknown. (I don't automatically presume that it came from 

Alpha Centauri, just because I can't identify it.). It's still an open question to me. 


